
by Mason Bates & Mark Campbell

EDUCATOR'S
GUIDE

Created by
Debra Erck, Austin Opera
Neal Long, Lyric Opera of Kansas City
Cantrell Williams, Atlanta Opera
for the new co-production of the opera
2022



by Mason Bates & Mark Campbell

EDUCATOR'S GUIDE
Dear Opera Educator,

It is our pleasure to provide this EDUCATOR'S GUIDE as you introduce your students
to The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs. We hope that it includes some valuable insights into this
new and exciting opera, as well as a collection of engaging activities for supporting your
students' skill development in the arts and beyond.

There is so much to gleam from the Grammy award-winning score by composer
Mason Bates, as well as the clever, humorous and poignant words of acclaimed librettist
Mark Campbell. We imagine that as this production travels from city to city across North
America and beyond, this guide will evolve, thanks to the collaborative spirit of all the
companies listed below, as well as the educators who provide us with insights and
feedback along the way.

Thank you for the important work you do in the classroom every day - and for the
additional efforts you put in to providing the opportunity for your students to experience
live opera. We are honored to join you in this endeavor.

Bravo!

Debra Erck, Director of Education, Austin Opera
Neal Long, Manager of Education & Community Engagement, Lyric Opera of Kansas City
Cantrell Williams, Education Manager, The Atlanta Opera
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Mason Bates, composer

"The story of Steve Jobs exists at the
intersection of creativity, technology
and human communication—a
thematic crossroads that opera can
explore unlike any other medium.
Anchoring the imaginative, non-
chronological storyline are numbers
—real musical numbers—and a
clear-as-crystal through-line: how can
you simplify human communication
onto sleek beautiful devices when
people are so messy? This opera
travels with Jobs on his journey from
hippie idealist to techno mogul and,
ultimately, to a deeper understanding
of true human connection."
- Mason Bates
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https://www.masonbates.com/


Mark Campbell, librettist

"Mason lives in San Francisco and I
live in New York, so the vast majority
of our collaboration was done
online. After he would set a scene or
aria, he’d email me an electronic file.
It is impossible to describe the joy I
felt, for example in hearing the first
product launch sequence. Or the
tears he brought to my eyes when I
heard how to set [my lines] to music.
Or the brilliant goofiness of Woz and
Steve’s “Ma Bell” duet. Or the dignity
and grace in Laurene’s arias. The
exhilaration I first felt only grows with
each new listening."
- Mark Campbell
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https://www.markcampbellwords.com/
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Cast

ō
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https://www.singmoore.com/
https://www.sarahlarsenmezzo.com/
https://www.billebruley.com/
https://weiwubass.com/
http://www.elizabethsutphen.com/
https://www.madison-leonard.com/


Artistic & Creative Team
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http://timothymyers.com/
https://www.tomerzvulun.com/
http://www.jaclimer.com/
http://www.skatytucker.com/
https://www.michaelchristieonline.com/


Mature Content Information
The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs

SCENE 5

SCENE 12

SCENE 17

shit, screwed

goddamn, bullshit, crap, bastards, prick, freakin',
ass

bastard
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https://www.chandos.net/chanimages/Booklets/PT6690.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_lFuXaxAEBkHuu3Rbd4jOcq1XvOYBL8o4Y


ABOUT THE MUSIC
"One of the nation’s leading young composers, Mason Bates uses every tool in the modern musical arsenal
to tell this compelling story of our time. In addition to an opera orchestra Puccini or Strauss might have
recognized (amplified by saxophone, piano, and alto flute), Bates incorporates electronic sounds generated
by computer, guitar, and an immense percussion battery including vibraphone, marimba, glockenspiel,
bamboo chimes, Tibetan bells, prayer bowls, tuned gongs, wood blocks, rute, and sandpaper blocks.
Sometimes his orchestra excites us with the mechanical, crushingly intense, relentlessly manic pace of
modern life; sometimes the orchestra encourages us to relax, with yawning harmonics and jazzy sighs
helping us stretch out and recoup after all that intensity. Bates’ quirky but engaging rhythms may remind
you of Bernstein; he uses repetition both in terms of motives representing story elements (in the post-
Wagner tradition) and as cells (in the tradition of America’s minimalists)."
- A SONIC WORLD FOR TODAY'S AMERICA, Seattle Opera

"Opera stands or falls by its writing for voice, and The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs offers some of the juiciest
roles for singers of any recent America opera. As Steve becomes more and more obsessed with concealing his
inner chaos behind slick technological products, the truth of humanity breaks through in show-stopping
arias and ensembles. Steve’s trajectory toward crisis is chronicled in Chrisann’s “I could learn to like you,” the
duet “Ma Bell was just taken down” for Woz and Steve, and Steve’s own “These machines could be...”, almost a
contemporary rewrite of the Composer’s Hymn to Music from Ariadne auf Naxos. Climbing back up from his
downfall, Steve learns wisdom when confronted by Kōbun’s aria “Take one step,” Woz’s “Goliath,” and
Laurene’s “Humans are messy.” The big climaxes of the opera come in concertante ensembles, first for the
original iPhone product launch in 2007, later for the circumstances leading up to Steve being forced out of
Apple in 1985." - THE SOUL IN THE VOICE, Seattle Opera

"Bates also created a different 'sound world' to match each character. Jobs, for instance, played guitar and
spent much of his life dealing with electronics, and so he 'has this kind of busy, frenetic, quicksilver world of
acoustic guitar and electronica,' Bates explains. On the other hand, he says, Jobs' wife, Laurene Powell,
inhabits a 'completely different space, of these kind of oceanic, soulful strings.'
Other characters include Steve Wozniak, Jobs' business partner, and the Japanese-born Zen priest Kōbun
Chino Otogawa, who led Jobs to convert to Buddhism and served as a mentor for much of his life. Otogawa's
'almost purely electronic' sound world makes use of prayer bowls and processed Thai gongs.
As often happens when his compositions premiere, Bates will be seated among the orchestra musicians,
triggering sounds and playing rhythms from two laptops."
- NPR: Steve Jobs' Life Becomes an Opera, Naomi Lewin
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ABOUT THE MUSIC - Instrumentation
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Spotify Playlist

A co-production with Lyric Opera of Kansas City, Atlanta Opera, and
Austin Opera  | rendering: Jacob A Climer & S Katy Tucker
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https://www.santafeopera.org/company/press-news-media/rosj-grammy-nominations/
https://www.atlantaopera.org/performance/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
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LESSON: Time for a Timeline!
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https://www.atlantaopera.org/performance/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://www.atlantaopera.org/performance/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/


LESSON: Time for a Timeline
PAGE 2

An easy to follow visual chart - either hand drawn or computer created
A minimum of 5 events listed in chronological order
Approximate dates listed for each event
A brief written explanation of the events listed in the timeline and why they were
selected
A brief written narrative of how they envision their story coming to life in an opera
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https://www.seattleopera.org/globalassets/downloads/education/exop-student-resources/steve-jobs-timeline.pdf


ARTICLE: A Timeline of Memory
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Lesson: Operas Based on Real People
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Lesson: Operas Based on Real People
PAGE 2
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LESSON: Operas Based on Real People
Three Opera Overviews

Giulio Cesare in Egitto (Julius Caesar in Egypt)

Fire Shut Up In My Bones

Bon Appétit!
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LESSON: What Sounds Tell YOUR Story?
Part 1
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVFR7wDZT9A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVFR7wDZT9A
https://www.masonbates.com/music-catalog/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/


LESSON: What Sounds Tell YOUR Story?
Part 2
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LESSON: Conducting Challenge!
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https://www.atlantaopera.org/performance/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/


LESSON: Be Here Now
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https://www.atlantaopera.org/performance/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://www.atlantaopera.org/performance/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://www.chandos.net/chanimages/Booklets/PT6690.pdf
https://www.chandos.net/chanimages/Booklets/PT6690.pdf


·

·

LESSON: Be Here Now
PAGE 2
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https://creativityintherapy.com/2017/08/drawing-your-breath-a-mindful-art-exercise/
https://www.smilingmind.com.au/smiling-mind-app


LESSON: Be Here Now
Libretto Excerpt

The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs
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ACTIVITY: THE PRESENT MOMENT

Name: _________________________________            Date: _________________________________

The Present Moment

What does it mean to be present?
The word “present” describes what is happening right now, in the moment.
Sit quietly and pay attention to what is going on right now using your five senses.
Reflect on what you experience below.

Right now I see…..

Right now I hear…..

Right now I am touching…..

Right now I smell…..

Adapted from https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/mindfulness-the-present-moment/
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ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES
by Debra Erck, Austin Opera

Learn more about Steve Jobs, composer Mason Bates, and other themes connected to
the opera, The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs

AUDIO

YouTube Playlist - Grammy Award Winning recording by Santa Fe Opera
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=OLAK5uy_lFuXaxAEBkHuu3Rbd4jOcq1XvOYBL8o4Y

VIDEO

The Making of The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IuI9z3LUIM
Mason Bates & Mark Campbell discuss the opera
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgtSkTVCCbw

Santa Fe Opera, 2017
Highlights from The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLSeAj9pqZ8
Overture and Scene One (Santa Fe Opera)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddTQmLyfbqo
Scene One, Part II – “One Device”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWCISU_cbHI
Scene Three – “You’re dying, Steve.” – with Wei Wu, bass
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HuqSwKhpImw
Dark Interlude & Scene 13, with Wei Wun, bass
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1ACdwLvJ9I
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_lFuXaxAEBkHuu3Rbd4jOcq1XvOYBL8o4Y
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_lFuXaxAEBkHuu3Rbd4jOcq1XvOYBL8o4Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IuI9z3LUIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IuI9z3LUIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IuI9z3LUIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgtSkTVCCbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgtSkTVCCbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLSeAj9pqZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLSeAj9pqZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLSeAj9pqZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLSeAj9pqZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddTQmLyfbqo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddTQmLyfbqo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWCISU_cbHI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWCISU_cbHI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HuqSwKhpImw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HuqSwKhpImw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1ACdwLvJ9I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1ACdwLvJ9I


ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES
VIDEO

Seattle Opera
Trailer, featuring John Moore, baritone
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=m5WXd6f03B4&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=1
Scene 5: “Ma Bell”, with John Moore, baritone and Garrett Sorenson, tenor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=CAvEhwTyFmM&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=2
Scene 6: “I Could Learn to Like You”, featuring Madison Leonard, soprano
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=pqfV0QOnIkc&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=15
Scene 7: “Take one step”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=K3q4I6PgxRo&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=6
Scene 9: “Something we play” – featuring John Moore, baritone
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yH3cB-
JWELc&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=3
Scene 16: “Humans are messy”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVDPb-
odRqo&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=5
“Wrong, All Wrong” – excerpt featuring chorus (Indiana University Opera)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDS7X_ImfrU

Mothership by Mason Bates – Get ready to be mesmerized!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFh7LAFel4w
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5WXd6f03B4&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5WXd6f03B4&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAvEhwTyFmM&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAvEhwTyFmM&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqfV0QOnIkc&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqfV0QOnIkc&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqfV0QOnIkc&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3q4I6PgxRo&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3q4I6PgxRo&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yH3cB-JWELc&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yH3cB-JWELc&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVDPb-odRqo&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVDPb-odRqo&list=PLWpqPsEHuRYbOTeCiWIuro9GpM8CSWNMa&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDS7X_ImfrU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDS7X_ImfrU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFh7LAFel4w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFh7LAFel4w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFh7LAFel4w


ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES
ABOUT THE OPERA

Program Notes from the composer
https://www.masonbates.com/revolution-of-steve-jobs/
Austin Opera
https://austinopera.org/opera/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
Atlanta Opera
https://www.atlantaopera.org/performance/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
Lyric Opera of Kansas City
https://kcopera.org/performances/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
Seattle Opera Production
https://www.seattleopera.org/on-stage/revolution-of-steve-jobs/
Reviews for the opera by TEENS!
https://www.seattleoperablog.com/search/label/The%20%28R%29evolution%20of%20Steve%20Jobs
San Francisco Opera Educator Materials
https://sfopera.com/discover-opera/education/schools/classroom-materials/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
NPR – Sing Different: Steve Jobs’ Life Becomes an Opera
https://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2017/07/22/538088296/sing-different-steve-
jobs-life-becomes-an-opera
Pasatiempo – Mason Bates and the iOpera: The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/pasatiempo/opera/mason-bates-and-the-iopera-the-r-
evolution-of-steve-jobs/article_e0caed96-4013-5cd5-ba33-177e92e7ec92.html
Second Inversion: Rethink Classical – Mason Bates’ Inventive New Opera
https://www.secondinversion.org/2018/07/10/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs-mason-bates-
inventive-new-opera/
The Guardian – Classical album of the week: Tech god gets an all-American opera
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2018/jul/12/classical-album-week-bates-the-revolution-
of-steve-jobs-review
“Nobody has one button”: Steve Jobs Opera sings Apple founder’s praises and flaws
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/jul/23/revolution-of-steve-jobs-opera-sante-fe
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https://www.masonbates.com/revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://www.masonbates.com/revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://www.masonbates.com/revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://austinopera.org/opera/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://austinopera.org/opera/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://www.atlantaopera.org/performance/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://kcopera.org/performances/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://www.seattleopera.org/on-stage/revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://www.seattleopera.org/on-stage/revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://www.seattleoperablog.com/search/label/The%20%28R%29evolution%20of%20Steve%20Jobs
https://www.seattleoperablog.com/search/label/The%20%28R%29evolution%20of%20Steve%20Jobs
https://sfopera.com/discover-opera/education/schools/classroom-materials/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://sfopera.com/discover-opera/education/schools/classroom-materials/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs/
https://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2017/07/22/538088296/sing-different-steve-jobs-life-becomes-an-opera
https://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2017/07/22/538088296/sing-different-steve-jobs-life-becomes-an-opera
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/pasatiempo/opera/mason-bates-and-the-iopera-the-r-evolution-of-steve-jobs/article_e0caed96-4013-5cd5-ba33-177e92e7ec92.html
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/pasatiempo/opera/mason-bates-and-the-iopera-the-r-evolution-of-steve-jobs/article_e0caed96-4013-5cd5-ba33-177e92e7ec92.html
https://www.secondinversion.org/2018/07/10/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs-mason-bates-inventive-new-opera/
https://www.secondinversion.org/2018/07/10/the-revolution-of-steve-jobs-mason-bates-inventive-new-opera/
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2018/jul/12/classical-album-week-bates-the-revolution-of-steve-jobs-review
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2018/jul/12/classical-album-week-bates-the-revolution-of-steve-jobs-review
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2018/jul/12/classical-album-week-bates-the-revolution-of-steve-jobs-review
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/jul/23/revolution-of-steve-jobs-opera-sante-fe
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/jul/23/revolution-of-steve-jobs-opera-sante-fe


ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES

ABOUT THE MUSIC & COMPOSER - MASON BATES
Mason Bates website - https://www.masonbates.com/
Behind the Scenes at Intel’s Gamer Days: A Date with Destiny
https://www.masonbates.com/2021/10/13/behind-the-scenes-at-intels-
gamer-days-with-dr-lupo/
Philharmonia Fantastique – Get a sneak peek at Mason Bates’ new
concerto for orchestra & animated film.
https://www.masonbates.com/philharmonia-fantastique/
KQED: Meet Mason Bates – The Man Behind Steve Jobs the Opera
https://www.kqed.org/arts/11525582/meet-mason-bates-the-man-behind-
steve-jobs-the-opera
WRTI90.1 – The Visionary Composer Behind the New Opera About
Steve Jobs
https://www.wrti.org/arts-desk/2017-09-04/the-visionary-composer-behind-
the-new-opera-about-steve-jobs
Articles exploring some of the musical innovations and trends found
in 21st Century Classical Music.
https://nmbx.newmusicusa.org/found-three-examples-of-21st-century-
music/

https://www.dummies.com/article/academics-the-arts/music/general-
music/exploring-the-classical-music-of-the-21st-century-143024

https://blog.oup.com/2015/08/technology-composer-electronic-music-
internet/
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https://www.masonbates.com/
https://www.masonbates.com/
https://www.masonbates.com/2021/10/13/behind-the-scenes-at-intels-gamer-days-with-dr-lupo/
https://www.masonbates.com/2021/10/13/behind-the-scenes-at-intels-gamer-days-with-dr-lupo/
https://www.masonbates.com/philharmonia-fantastique/
https://www.masonbates.com/philharmonia-fantastique/
https://www.kqed.org/arts/11525582/meet-mason-bates-the-man-behind-steve-jobs-the-opera
https://www.kqed.org/arts/11525582/meet-mason-bates-the-man-behind-steve-jobs-the-opera
https://www.wrti.org/arts-desk/2017-09-04/the-visionary-composer-behind-the-new-opera-about-steve-jobs
https://www.wrti.org/arts-desk/2017-09-04/the-visionary-composer-behind-the-new-opera-about-steve-jobs
https://nmbx.newmusicusa.org/found-three-examples-of-21st-century-music/
https://www.dummies.com/article/academics-the-arts/music/general-music/exploring-the-classical-music-of-the-21st-century-143024
https://blog.oup.com/2015/08/technology-composer-electronic-music-internet/


ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES

ABOUT THE LIBRETTIST - MARK CAMPBELL

Mark Campbell website - https://www.markcampbellwords.com/

Broadway World Interview: Mark Campbell Talks Steve Jobs: “There’s
More to Life Than Technology”
https://www.broadwayworld.com/seattle/article/BWW-Interview-Mark-
Campbell-Talks-Steve-Jobs-Theres-More-to-Life-Than-Technology-20190208
Puget Sound Business Journal – Patti Payne: Steve Jobs opera
librettist Mark Campbell tells all
https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2019/02/28/steve-jobs-opera-
librettist-mark-campbell.html
OperaWire – Writing Operatic History: Librettist Mark Campbell on
Creating Operas about Steve Jobs, Georgia O’Keefe, and Murderers
https://operawire.com/writing-operatic-history-librettist-mark-campbell-on-
creating-operas-on-steve-jobs-george-okeefe-murderers/
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https://www.markcampbellwords.com/
https://www.markcampbellwords.com/
https://www.broadwayworld.com/seattle/article/BWW-Interview-Mark-Campbell-Talks-Steve-Jobs-Theres-More-to-Life-Than-Technology-20190208
https://www.broadwayworld.com/seattle/article/BWW-Interview-Mark-Campbell-Talks-Steve-Jobs-Theres-More-to-Life-Than-Technology-20190208
https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2019/02/28/steve-jobs-opera-librettist-mark-campbell.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2019/02/28/steve-jobs-opera-librettist-mark-campbell.html
https://operawire.com/writing-operatic-history-librettist-mark-campbell-on-creating-operas-on-steve-jobs-george-okeefe-murderers/
https://operawire.com/writing-operatic-history-librettist-mark-campbell-on-creating-operas-on-steve-jobs-george-okeefe-murderers/


ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES

ABOUT STEVE JOBS

Facts and important dates from the life of Steve Jobs
https://www.seattleopera.org/globalassets/downloads/education/exop-student-
resources/steve-jobs-timeline.pdf
Steve Jobs – Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steve_Jobs
Lisa Brennan-Jobs on Dad: “I Wish We Had More Time” on Today
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSOUHMEjDv4
Motivational Ark: “Three stories from my life” – with Spanish subtitles
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tuw8hxrFBH8
Steve Job’s September 2009 Keynote – the “Goodbye” Speech
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJm0P8xpDzA
Inspiration: Last Words Spoken by Steve Jobs Before Death
https://www.strategicrevenue.com/inspiration-the-last-words-spoken-by-apple-
visionary-steve-jobs-moments-before-his-death/
Remembering Steve – posted by Apple
https://www.apple.com/stevejobs/
Forbes profile
https://www.forbes.com/profile/steve-jobs/?sh=7551a4232808
NYTimes – Apple’s Visionary Redefined Digital Age
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/06/business/steve-jobs-of-apple-dies-at-56.html
A Day in the Life of Steve Jobs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_5AAkfG9DM
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Debra Erck
Director of Education, Austin Opera

Contact
Phone: 512-610-7686
Email: derck@austinopera.org

Biography
Debra is a National Board Certified educator, with 30 years of experience in the public schools
teaching elementary music and choir at all levels. In her position as Director of Education, Debra
oversees the development and presentation of all PreK-12th grade education programs and
resources for Austin Opera. Debra enjoys playing the flute, creating art, baking and musical theatre.

Austin Opera has a variety of education programs and resources for students of all ages.
Go to https://austinopera.org/education/ to learn about them all, including:

Access Opera
Thousands of students and educators attend Austin Opera final dress rehearsals through Access
Opera. Prior to each event, online resources are made available, as well as live docent presentations,
to prepare students for the experience of attending the opera.

Opera Storytime (PreK-2nd) & Opera on the Spot (2nd-5th)
Opera Storytime brings an Austin Opera teaching artist into your classroom to read a “musical” story
– complete with an operatic singing demonstration and a sing-a-long opportunity for the students!
Opera on the Spot is a fun and interactive online program which actively engages young students in
the creative process as they learn about opera.

Teen Opera Club of Texas Calling all teens aged 13-19!
Join the Teen Opera Club of Texas, the biggest opera club for teens hosted by 5 of the Lone Star
State’s leading opera companies: Austin Opera, The Dallas Opera, Fort Worth Opera, Houston Grand
Opera, and OPERA San Antonio!Both ZOOM and LIVE events are planned for 2022.

Sarah & Ernest Butler Masterclass Series
Attend our Sarah & Ernest Butler Masterclass Series for college aged and chorus singers OR
schedule a Masterclass for your rising stars to sing and receive coaching from one of our artists on
your campus.
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Neal Long (he/him/his)
Manager of Education and Community Engagement
Lyric Opera of Kansas City

Contact
Phone: 816-802-6054
Email: nlong@kcopera.org

Biography
Neal is a tenor, pianist, and educator and holds a DMA in Voice from the University of Kansas. In his role at
LOKC, Neal curates experiences to further the company’s mission to be indispensable to the public through
transformational opera experiences and broad service which captures the hearts and minds of our diverse
communities. In his spare time, Neal enjoys cooking, watching television, and geocaching.

Overview of Lyric Opera of Kansas City Education Programs

Community Conversations
Community Conversations, a new series by Lyric Opera of Kansas City, answers the question: “Why does
opera matter today in Kansas City?” In collaboration with community partners and taking shape in a variety of
formats, these experiences will explore the “here and now” implications of our productions and provide a
path to further unlock the potential of opera.

Opera Unlocked
Students in grades PK-12 and their teachers are invited to unlock the potential of opera through a variety of
interactive programs deliverable either in-person or virtually.

Student Dress Rehearsals
Each year, Lyric Opera of Kansas City invites students to attend a final dress rehearsal at the Kauffman Center
for the Performing Arts where they will be enthralled by the music and drama of the opera!

Opera to Go
Whether new to the opera or a longtime supporter, we know that many individuals in retirement communities
and assisted living facilities cannot attend an opera performance in person. Opera to Go brings our talented
and personable Resident and Apprentice Artists to retirement communities and assisted living facilities where
audiences will enjoy a 45-minute program of opera arias, duets, and music theatre favorites.

For more information, visit https://kcopera.org/.
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