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Dear Teachers,  

 

A special welcome from Austin Opera! 

 

We are excited to share ACCESS OPERA: Rigoletto and invite you to experience a new educa-

tional product for gaining a better understanding and appreciation of these operas.   

 

For Austin Operaôs 2019-2020 Season, ACCESS OPERA provides curriculum materials that are  

designed to help you and your students learn about the operas Rigoletto and Turandot as well as 

their composers and librettists. 

 

Included in the lessons and PowerPoints are three curated music selections from the operas  

Rigoletto and Turandot , with a focus on musical elements highlighted in Animated Listening Maps 

and Classroom Activities.  

 

As you explore these selections, we hope they will become favorites you will want to hear again  

and again. 

 

Have a wonderful time experiencing these fabulous operas.  We look forward to seeing you at  

the opera! 

 

Austin Opera  

Annie Burridge, General Director & CEO  

Nathan DePoint, Senior Director of Artistic Operations 

Debra Erck, Director of Education  

Melysa Rogen, Senior Director of Marketing and Communications  

 

Mighty Music Publishing  

Mollie Gregory Tower, Executive Producer and Senior Author  

Kay Greenhaw, Author and Associate Editor, Compositor  

Debbie Tannert, Author and Editor, Distribution Manager  

Brian VandeWalle, Author and Production Manager, Compositor  

Matthew Bowers, Author and Recording Producer  

Christina Tannert, Author and Marketing  

Patrick Hays, Animator 
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Rigoletto: 
"La donna ¯ mobileò 

BY GIUSEPPE VERDI 
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L  O  
Rigoletto: 
"La donna ¯ mobileò 
 by Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901) 

 

TIME:  2:02 

 

aria, caesura, fermata, opera, phrase, question and answer phrases, sequence, strophic form, 

triple meter 

 

 

OBJECTIVES FOR THIS LESSON  

1. Move to show triple meter. 

2. Perform theme with accurate intonation and rhythm. 

3. Define strophic form. 

 

 
 

TEKS 

HS Level 1 - 1.A, 2.A, 2.B, 3.C, 3.D, 3.E, 6.A 

MS Level 1 - 1.A, 1.B, 1.D, 2.A, 2.D, 3.C, 4.B, 4.C, 5.A 

Grade 5 - 1.A, 1.B, 1.C, 1.D, 2.A, 2.C, 3.A, 5.B, 6.A, 6.C, 6.D, 6.E 

Mighty Music PPT  

Mighty Music PDF Lesson Unit 

 

Student Reproducible Pages: 

Background Page in English/Spanish 
Italian/English Translation 
Rigoletto Plot Synopsis  
Checking for Understanding 
Judging Quality Observations 
Audience Etiquette 
Interesting Facts 
Verdi Portrait 
Verdi Wall Sign 

 

LESSON BY DEBBIE TANNERT 

Opera, Romantic Period,  

Audience Etiquette 

 

GENERAL OBJECTIVES  

1. Experience operatic music of the 

Romantic Period. 

2. Demonstrate performance decorum 

and audience etiquette appropriate  

     for venue and purpose. 
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L  
Rigoletto: "La donna ¯ mobileò by Verdi  

SETTING THE STAGE 

Introduce the concept of Romantic Period Opera. 

§ An opera is a story told through music, generally sung throughout. The Romantic 
Period operas are characterized by themes of individualism and self-expression. 
This new emphasis on emotional revelation found its voice in more expressive 
harmony, techniques such as leitmotif (recurring theme associated with a person, 
place or idea), and a closer approach to equality between vocal and instrumental 
elements. Invite students to name a character that has his/her own special musical 
theme. (i.e. Darth Vaderõs theme)  

Introduce the concept of triple meter.  
§ Review with students conducting patterns for 4/4 and 3/4. Direct students to listen 
to the teacher sing or play a recording of the aria. Ask students to discover the 
meter of the piece by showing you the correct conducting pattern. Alternative - 
march for 4/4, sway for 3/4. Notice the caesura, a pause, an interruption or a 
break in the music, that happens at the end of the introduction. 

Tell students they will hear the aria "La donna ¯ mobileò from the opera Rigoletto. 

TEACHING SUGGESTIONS 

1) Have students: 
§ Read or listen to background information on Verdi (VAIR-dee) and this selection as 
you view the PowerPoint.  View the Composer Portrait and Wall Sign on the 
PowerPoint. 

§ Read or listen to the Rigoletto Plot Synopsis and the Interesting Information Page. 
§   Define Concepts/Vocabulary for this lesson. 

 

2) Review the listening map. 
§ Identify the text box at the top. Italian lyrics will display as heard. 
§ Notice the houses along the canal which represent the phrases. The phrases in the 
first 4 houses are question/answer phrases. The 3 houses leading to the fermata 
are a sequence. The whole animation of this aria will repeat for the second verse 
which is in strophic form. 

§ Notice the windows in the houses which represent the measures of 3 beats in each 
section. The top and bottom windows in each row will light up together. 

 

3) Listen to, Sing and/or Play the Theme found in the NOTATED THEME section of 
the lesson. Use words or a neutral syllable. Move by swaying on the strong beat or 
conducting while singing. 
 

4) Listen to the selection and follow the map twice, as time allows. Follow the lights in the 
windows and the gondolier the first time.  Watch the text box on a second listening. 
Click on the arrow at the bottom of the Animated Listening Map slide to start the Animated 
Listening Map. 
 

5) Visit https://tinyurl.com/ladonnaBocelli   to hear ñLa donna ¯ mobileò performed by 
Andrea Bocelli, Live From Piazza Dei Cavalieri, Italy / 1997. Discuss with students that the 
performer is blind, having lost his sight after a soccer accident when he was just 12.  

Visit https://tinyurl.com/ladonnaviolincello  to hear a violin and cello duet version of  
this selection.  
The PPT includes links to these YouTube videos that we do not own, hosted on SafeShare.  

https://tinyurl.com/ladonnaBocelli
https://tinyurl.com/ladonnaviolincello



