Lesson 4: Sequencing the Story
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· identify major points of plot development in the story 
· Identify major characters in the story
· Analyze each major character’s role within the story.


MATERIALS (All provided in the Opera Treasure Chest)
Plot Development posters
Character cards
Dry Erase markers
Story of The Magic Flute or La Cenerentola (included in The Barefoot Book of Stories from the Opera)

PROCEDURES
1. As you read the story of The Magic Flute and/or La Cenerentola have students identify the major characters and major points of plot development.  As a class, fill in the Plot Development poster with the major characters, introduction, rising action, climax, and resolution.  
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Character cards can be velcroed to the posters, and the posters are also dry erase friendly.










2. When you’ve finished the Plot Development poster, use the Character poster to identify each major character’s contribution to the plot, their location, their role within the conflict, and how their conflict is resolved.  The Character poster is also provided as a worksheet so that students can work individually.
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DIFFERENTIATION
This lesson may require more time to accommodate a closer reading of the text.  An annotated version of The Magic Flute is provided in the lesson binder that breaks each story into smaller sections, and also highlights vocabulary that can help aid in comprehension.

SUGGESTIONS FOR YOUNGER STUDENTS
Instead of trying to tell the entire story, select an aria or other music selection and describe the story around the aria – Who is singing, what lead up to the aria, what is the character singing about, what happens in the story after the aria.
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