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Francine mastrangelo

Some say that Francine was born with a pencil in her hand – which may, or may not be true, but would certainly explain why scribbled pictures appeared EVERYWHERE in her parents’ house!

Eventually she went on to study drawing and printmaking at the State University of New York at Fredonia, in Fredonia, New York, earning a Bachelor of Arts in Fine Art in 1978.  She started her illustration career at the university, doing photography, illustrations and graphic design for the faculty there.  After moving to Texas, she began doing textbook illustrations for the publishing companies Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, and Harcourt Achieve and then computer illustrations for Dell Computers.

In 1998 and 1999, Francine’s stories and illustrations appeared in Half-Price Books’ Say Goodnight to Illiteracy anthologies.  Proceeds from the sale of those books helped to pay for the building of the Half-Pint Library in the children’s wing of Brackenridge Hospital.

In 2002, Francine was asked by the Friends of the O. Henry Museum to illustrate the fifth volume in a series of keepsake editions of stories written by O. Henry.  The book, called Austin Stories, is a collection of O. Henry tales, set in Austin during the 19th century.

In more recent times, Francine has created murals for the Austin Museum of Art School at Laguna Gloria children’s ceramics studio, and studios at the Armstrong Community Music School.  She has also designed logos, posters, and music book illustrations for some of the music programs at the Armstrong Community Music School.  

In addition to her work as an illustrator, Francine teaches art!  She has been on the faculty of the Austin Museum of Art School at Laguna Gloria since 2001, teaching both children and adult classes in Children’s Book Illustrations, Printmaking and Cartooning.  She has also been on the faculty of the Armstrong Community Music School Opera Odyssey and Summer Splash camps.

When she is not drawing or painting, Francine can be found running around Austin’s many trails, or taking voice lessons at the Armstrong Community Music School.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Opera Treasure Chest artwork was designed by local artist, Francine Mastrangelo, in consultation with the Austin Opera.
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