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OBJECTIVE
Students will discover the characters of The Magic Flute and improvise familiar scenes from the opera.

MATERIALS
The Barefoot Book of Stories from the Opera – The Magic Flute
The Magic Flute DVD
The Magic Flute puppets
· The dragon (or serpent)
· Pamina  The wicked Queen of Night’s lovely daughter who is in love with Tamino and is captured by Monostatos.  She is wearing a gold crown and a pink dress.
· Tamino  The noble prince who loves Pamina and must rescue her.  He is wearing a red jacket and a gold crown.
· Sarastro  He represents the forces of good and light and is the “wizard”-looking puppet with a beard.
· The Queen of the Night  In a blue dress with a starry wand, she is Pamina’s wicked mother.
· Papageno  Our comical birdcatcher is wearing green feathers and carrying a birdcage.
· Papagena  This fun-loving partner for Papageno is attired in matching green feathers.

PROCEDURES
1. Introduce students to each puppet/character from The Magic Flute.  Have students remember the names so they can listen for them in the story.
2. Read The Magic Flute from The Barefoot Book of Stories from the Opera.  Ask students questions about the story:

· Do they have a favorite character?  Why did they choose that character?
· Do they know anyone like any of these characters?
· What do they think the music of the opera will sound like?  Pretty?  Funny?  Scary?

3. Watch one or several of the scenes listed below from The Magic Flute DVD with students and ask them how seeing the show compared to hearing the story.  Did the music match the action?  Which characters were featured in the scene?  What was their favorite scene?  Now who is their favorite character?
Lesson 3: Meet the Characters
· 
· Act 1, Scene 1
· Act 1, Scene 3
· Act 2, Scene 3
· Act 2, Scene 7
· Act 2, Scene 8









4. Now have students pick one of the puppets/characters.  Ask students to imagine and create the character’s background, personality, and physical qualities based on what they know about the character.  You might use some of the following questions to spur their imaginations:

· How old is your character?
· Do they have brothers or sisters?
· What sort of home do they live in?  A house? Castle? Cave?
· What are your character’s greatest strengths and weaknesses?

5. Students should introduce their character to the class using the puppets.  They may choose to give their character a distinctive voice, a walk, or other movement.




  
EXTENSION
Allow students to improvise scenes from The Magic Flute using 
their newly created characters and the puppets.  

 
