LESSON 12: An Opera Timeline


OBJECTIVE Students will:
· Order dates on a timeline about opera history
· Identify important composers, events and periods of time in the history of opera

MATERIALS
Opera History Facts Page

PROCEDURES
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Look over the dates on the Opera History Facts page.  Ask the students how many dates are listed.

2. On your chart paper, draw a line long enough to include the dates on the worksheet.

3. Over the line, draw in sections to mark each musical time period listed as shown on the worksheet.

4. Carefully place the dates on the timeline within the correct musical period, from the farthest back in history to the most recent.  Have students mark stars on their worksheet’s timeline.

5. Ask students during which music period most operas were written.

6. As you place dates on the timeline, discuss each and the significance.



EXTENSION
1. Add dates to the timeline from your regular classroom studies.  
2. Talk with students about the historical context of the opera timeline dates, especially for those periods of history you are currently studying.
3. Keep the timeline posted in your classroom throughout the year and add dates as you learn about them in your regular classroom time.
4. As you listen to opera in your class, point out when on the timeline the piece was performed.









OPERA HISTORY FACTS PAGE

Musical Periods:

Late Renaissance/Baroque	late 1500s-1750
Classical			1750-1830
Bel Canto			1750-1850
Verismo			1850-WWI
Romantic			1830-WWI
Twentieth Century		WWI-present
Twentieth Century
Romantic
Classical
Late Renaissance/Baroque



 Verismo
Bel Canto


1500                1600                1700                1800                1900                today                                                                                  	
Mark the dates on the timeline above with a star:

1567		Claudio Monteverdi, one of the first opera composers, is born
1591		The first opera is composed by Jacopo Peri, “Daphne”
1689		One of the first English operas, Dido and Aeneas, is composed by Henry Purcell	
1756	Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart is born in Salzburg, Austria
1768	Bastein und Bastienne is performed - written by a 12-year old Mozart, his first
1791	The Magic Flute is performed for the first time
1791	Mozart dies in Prague
1805	Ludwig van Beethoven’s only opera, Fidelio, is performed for the first time
1817	Gioacchino Rossini’s La Cenerentola is performed for the first time
1859	Charles Gounod’s Faust is performed for the first time
1851	Giuseppe Verdi’s Rigoletto is performed for the first time in Venice, Italy
1876	Richard Wagner’s first complete Ring Cycle is performed at Bayreuth 
(the total Ring Cycle is 15 hours of music, that’s usually played over 4 days!)
1896	Giacomo Puccini’s La Boheme is performed for the first time
1926	Giacomo Puccini’s Turandot is performed for the first time
1935	George Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess is performed for the first time
2012	Kevin Puts’ opera, Silent Night, wins the Pulitzer Prize
2015	The premiere of Joby Talbot’s one-act opera, Everest, in Dallas, Texas 


What are the Bel Canto and Verismo periods?  
Why do they overlap with the Classical and Romantic periods?

Bel Canto was a style of opera during the Classical and Romantic period that composers like Rossini used.  It is a very virtuosic style of singing with many embellishments.  Listen to “Largo al factotum” from The Barber of Seville by Rossini (Pavarotti’s Opera Made Easy CD, Track 4) for an example.

Verismo was a style of opera that used realistic depictions of everyday life in the story of the opera.  Listen to “O mio babbino caro” from Gianni Schicchi by Puccini (The #1 Opera Album, Track 11) for an example.
		    
