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Gioachino Rossini


Birth:  February 29, 1792
Death:  November 13, 1868
Nationality:  Italian
Musical Period:  Classical and Romantic

Rossini was the first in a long line of great composers who would establish the Golden Age of Italian Opera.  Rossini’s parents were professional musicians, and they easily recognized his talent at an early age.  Studying violin and harpsichord and performing regularly as a vocalist, he was inspired to begin composing operas as a teenager.  Rossini was only 25 when he wrote La Cenerentola!  Some of his other famous works include The Barber of Seville and William Tell.    

Rossini composed 39 operas in 37 years!  He retired from the word of opera at a young age, challenged by poor health, legal battles over contracts, and changing musical tastes.  Wealthy and outgoing, with a skill for witty comments and a flair for gourmet cooking, Rossini threw many parties at his home in Paris, bringing together the great artistic talents of Europe for extravagant food, wine, and music.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rossini died in 1868.  He was originally buried with great honor in Paris, but the Italian government begged for their native son to be returned.  Today Rossini rests as a hero in the church of Santa Croce in Florence, Italy.
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