Lesson 10:  Kindness and Forgiveness




OBJECTIVE Students will:
· Identify kindness and forgiveness in an opera story.

MATERIALS
[bookmark: _GoBack]La Cenerentola DVD
Barefoot Book of Stories from the Opera
English Translation of Non piú mesta

TEACHER NOTES:
· This is a longer lesson and may be more effective presented in shorter sessions over several class periods
· Depending on the grade level you work with, modify steps in the lesson to move faster or slower through the procedures.  For example, you might choose to just focus on acts of kindness in the first act, or the act of forgiveness in the finale.

PROCEDURES
1. Read the story from La Cenerentola to students from the Barefoot Book of Stories from the Opera.  If you have already read the full story to students, you might read just the first and last sections.  (beginning to the top of page 62 “They were too busy arguing and bossing her about.” And then page 68 from “The door opened and Dandini walked in…” to the end.)
2. Watch Act I Scene 1 of La Cenerentola on the DVD.
3. Ask students about acts of kindness and actions that were not kind in the opening scene of the opera.  How did the music make them feel?  Are different emotions shown through higher/lower, faster/softer or other musical qualities?  How did Angelina treat the beggar?  How did the stepsisters treat the beggar and Angelina?  What would the students have done if they were in that situation?
4. Watch the final scene of La Cenerentola on the DVD.
5. Ask students what they think each character in the episode was feeling.  
· Was there anything happening in the music that helped them decide?
· Are different emotions shown through higher/lower, faster/softer or other musical qualities?  
· Do they think Angelina’s family felt regret for why they treated Angelina so poorly?  
· Does Angelina’s family see the error of their ways and will they be kinder in the future?
6. Read students the English translation of Angelina’s final aria, Non piú mesta.
7. Ask students why they think Angelina forgives her family.  What would they do if they were her?
8. Have students role play the first or last scene of the opera.  You might break them into small groups and assign each group one character to act differently.  For example, what if the step sisters had also been kind in the beginning, or if the step father had intervened, or if Angelina had not forgiven her family in the end.  
9. Have each group act out their scene for the class.

REFLECTION
Reflect with students about what they have just learned.  You might ask the following questions:

· Are there any other situations in your life when you might be kinder to someone or when you might need to forgive someone who has treated you poorly?  
· Has anyone ever forgiven you?  



