
The Great Poochini by Gary Clement is a wonderful introduction to opera for young learners.  Through this charming and memorable canine character, children can personalize the operatic experience.  Poochini’s passion for opera encourages us to learn about the well-loved music of both Giacomo Puccini and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES
1. Read The Great Poochini out loud to your students
2. Listen to a recording of the aria Poochini sings, “La ci darem.”  This aria is from Mozart’s Don Giovanni and can be found on “The #1 Opera Album” (CD 2, Track 7)
3. Play “La ci darem” on the piano using the sheet music provided.  Ask students to sing both the original words, and the words that Poochini sings.
4. Read the story of Mozart’s life in the books Lives of the Musicians by Kathleen Krull
5. Read the short biography of Giacomo Puccini provided
6. Hand out the stage coloring sheet and play selections of Puccini’s music for students while they create a scene on the coloring sheet.

THE GREAT POOCHINI LISTENING LIST 
(All excerpts below can be found on “The #1 Opera Album”)

1. Che gelida manina (Kay gel-ee-dah mah-nee-nah) 
What a cold little hand from La Boheme  (CD 1, Track 3)
In this aria, sung by Rodolfo (Ro-doll-fo) in Act I, Rodolfo is introducing himself for the first time to the seamstress, Mimi.
2. Si, Mi chiamano Mimi (See, mee keyah-mah-no Mee-mee)
They call me Mimi from La Boheme  (CD 2, Track 20)
Mimi tells Rodolfo about herself in this Act I aria.
3. O soave fanciulla (O so-ah-vay fawn-choo-lah)
Oh gentle maiden from La Boheme  (CD 2, Track 4)
This is the Act I lova duet between Rodolfo and Mimi.  It happens right after they introduce themselves to one another…love at first sight!
4. O mio babbino caro (Oh mee-ph bob-bean-oh kah-row)
Oh my dear Papa from Gianni Schicchi  (CD 1, Track 11)
Lauretta (Lah-oo-ret-tah) is begging her father to give her money for an engagement ring so that she may marry her boyfriend, Rinuccio (Ree-noo-chee-oh).  This opera takes place in Florence, Italy: the birthplace of opera!
5. The Humming chorus from Madama Butterfly  (CD 1, Track 14)
In this piece, Madame Butterfly is patiently waiting for the man she loves, Pinkerton, to arrive by boat to Japan.  You hear this chorus of singers subtly humming as an illustration of Butterfly’s loyalty and patience.
6. E lucevan le stele (Ay loo-chay-vahn lay stel-lay)
And the stars were shining from Tosca  (CD 1, Track 17)
One of the most famous arias, this is sung by the lead tenor, Cavaradossi (Kah-vah-rah-doe-see).  Cavaradossi is writing a farewell letter to the woman he loves, Tosca.
7. Un bel dio (Oon bell dee)
One beautiful day from Madama Butterfly  (CD 1, Track 18)
Madame Butterfly sings this aria, dreaming of the day Pinkerton will come back to Japan.

La ci darem la mano


Puccini’s Version 
(There we’ll be hand in hand)

LESSON 14: Share a Book - The Great Poochini






Lá ci darem la mano,
Lá ci dirai di si.
Vedi, non é lontano;
Partiam, ben mio, da qui
There we’ll be hand in hand, dear
There you will say, “I do”
Look, it is right at hand, dear;
Let’s go from here, me and you



The great poochini’s Version 
(There we’ll be hand in hand)

	Austin Opera
Opera Treasure Chest Extension: The Great Poochini
	




Lá ci darem la zampa,
Lá ci dirai di si.
Vedi, non é lontano;
Partiam, ben mio, da qui
There we’ll be paw in paw, dear
There you will say, “I do”
Look, it is right at hand, dear;
Let’s go from here, me and you
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Giacomo Puccini, 1858-1924

“Puccini spoke a language that everybody understands – the dialect of our feelings.”
Filippo Sacchi in Il correiere de la Sera, 1924

Giacomo Puccini was born in Lucca, Italy into a long line of musicians.  Although he loved playing outside with his friends, he was willing to practice piano every day and he became a very good organist for his church as a young boy.  He saw an opera when he was eighteen years old and was very excited to think he could spend the rest of his life composing new operas!  He went to school to become a better musician and worked very hard.  Although his first operas were not successful, he did not get discouraged, and he continued creating works with beautiful music and stories about interesting people.  Finally, many people loved his operas so much that he became famous and wealthy.  He bought a beautiful property in Italy, on a lake, and he would go out in his boat to enjoy the sounds of nature before he began his work each day.

Puccini took several years to write each of his operas.  He wanted every note and every word to be just right.  Although he only gave us twelve operas, several of them are so well-loved that they are still performed all over the world in many languages.  An outdoor theater has been built by the home he had in Italy, and you can go there in the summer to hear his wonderful operas come to life again.  Wouldn’t Puccini be happy knowing that the world still loves his music?

Puccini’s Operas:

1884	Le Villi
1889	Edgar
1893	Manon Lescaut
1896 	La Boheme
1900 	Tosca	
1904	Madama Butterfly
1910	La Fanciulla del West
1917	La Rondine
1918	Il Trittico: Il Tabarro, Suor Angelica, Gianni Schicchi
1924	Turandot
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