Lesson 6: COSTUME DESIGN: The World of The Magic Flute


OBJECTIVE
Students will create costumes for The Magic Flute characters.

[bookmark: _GoBack]MATERIALS
Barefoot Book of Stories from the Opera
Photocopies of The Magic Flute character coloring pages on cardstock
Photocopies of The Magic Flute costume cut-out pages
Art supplies (crayons, markers, or whatever you have on hand in the classroom)

PROCEDURES
1. Read the intro to The Magic Flute in the Barefoot Book of Stories from the Opera, p.16
(Or you can just review if students are already familiar with the story.)
2. Ask students to share what they learned about the characters and setting of the opera.  Time period?  What places are mentioned?  Characters?
3. Write down students’ answers on the Board/Chart Paper.  Be sure students include all of the principal characters: 
Queen of the Night (“Starry Queen”)
Sarastro, a powerful high Priest
Princess Pamina
Prince Tamino
Papageno (not mentioned in the introduction)
4. Explain to students that now they will create costumes for one of the characters from The Magic Flute.  Ask them to choose one of the characters and cut out the character from the cardstock copies to which they will attach their finished costumes.
5. Let students create their costumes using the costume cut-outs and character coloring pages. Students should keep in mind the setting as they design. They can create one or several costumes for their character.
6. Select a few students to present their costumes to the rest of the class and explain what elements they used from The Magic Flute introduction.  
7. Use the costumes for other activities related to The Magic Flute.  Send the Austin Opera pictures of the costumes your students created!

EXTENSION / DIFFERENTIATION
Go to https://austinopera.org/education/resources/ . Click on the Costumes & Wardrobe page to find some additional resources to share with your students, including videos and The ART of Costume Design PowerPoint. 

REFLECTION
After completing this lesson, ask students what they know about The Magic Flute that you didn’t know before.  What do they think the story and characters will be like?  Would they like to design costumes for an opera or theater production?

