Lesson 5: Be a Librettist                                             [image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]
OBJECTIVE  Students will:
· Explore the role of a librettist and compare to other similar occupations: author, screenwriter, poet
· Create a short libretto for a scene in an opera MUSIC TEKS:
K.1.A, K.3.B, K.4.A
1.1.B, 1.4.B, 1.5.B
2.1.B, 2.4.B, 2.5.A, 2.5.C
3.1.B, 3.4.B, 3.5.A, 3.5.C
4.1.B, 4.4.A, 4.5.A, 4.5.D
5.1.B, 5.4.A, 5.5.A, 5.5.B, 5.5.E


· Move to the steady beat
· Define music & opera terminology: BEAT, TEMPO, LIBRETTO, 
          LIBRETTIST, LYRICS, SETTING

MATERIALS
*La Cenerentola DVD 			* The Magic Flute puppets
						* finger puppets
PROCEDURES
1. For younger musicians, review the terms BEAT & TEMPO first.  Play the first part of the “Overture” from The Magic Flute. Have students to listen carefully for when the TEMPO changes.  Ask students to show you the BEAT somewhere on their body when the TEMPO changes. Define the term TEMPO.
2. Ask students to describe what kind of scene or characters would be represented by the music they just listened to. Remind students that the story is an important component of opera. Review the different kinds of stories that can be told through opera (see PPoint from the WHAT IS OPERA, ANYWAY? Lesson. In opera, a LIBRETTIST organizes the storytelling and creates the words, or LYRICS that the performers sing.
3. Tell students that today as a class they will write a LIBRETTO for a short scene.  
* Select two characters to be in the scene, who will have a conversation.  With younger students, you may want to have one character already selected (ex. “Wonder Woman”) and have them choose the other character in the scene.  You could also use the puppets as characters here.
* Decide on the SETTING of the scene.
* Ask students “What is the first thing Wonder Woman says to Character #2?
   How does Character #2 respond?  What does he/she say?
   Continue writing down the conversation ideas for the two characters (5-8 lines MAX).
* Then have two students (or the teacher and another student) “sing” the lines to one 
   another.  Students could also use the puppets.  ID Singing vs. Speaking voice.
* Congratulate the class on writing their first LIBRETTO.
4. Watch a scene from La Cenerentola where several characters are having a conversation.  
Suggested: DVD featuring Elīna Garanča: “Signor, Altezza in tovola” (end of Act 1)  or same scene on
YouTube featuring Frederica von Stade:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-QXWEC6F-c


DIFFERENTIATION suggestions:
*Select the musical terms to cover in this lesson based on the age of the students.  
*Extend movement activity for younger learners.
*Have older students create short librettos in small groups or with a partner, instead of or in  
  addition to as a whole class.
*Extend the MEET THE CHARACTERS lesson included in these materials by having students use 
  the characters they created in that lesson in their libretto scenes.
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