Lesson 9: Where is the Fairy Godmother?
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OBJECTIVE
Students will compare and contrast characters and plot between the opera La Cenerentola, the traditional Cinderella story, and a Cinderella story from another culture.  Students will write their own Cinderella story.

MATERIALS
Cinderella Book
Barefoot Book of stories from the opera
Cinderella Book Chosen by teacher see list of Cinderella stories
Overhead projector/board
Character worksheets

Estimated lesson length:  82+ minutes 
· This lesson is best done in shorter sessions over several class periods
· Depending on the grade level you work with you may want to modify steps in the lesson, which can make it go faster or slower.  For example, younger students might just dramatize the story they hear and show character and plot differences that way, older students may want to focus on writing their own Cinderella story.

Background
“The story of Cinderella, perhaps the best-known fairy tale, is told or read to children of very young ages. But Cinderella is not just one story; more than 500 versions have been found—just in Europe! The tale's origins appear to date back to a Chinese story from the ninth century, "Yeh-Shen." Almost every culture seems to have its own version, and every storyteller his or her tale. Charles Perrault is believed to be the author, in the 1690s, of our "modern" 300-year-old Cinderella, the French Cendrillon.

Famous children's writers and illustrators have interpreted Cinderella. Most renderings of the story include an evil stepmother and stepsister(s), a dead mother, a dead or ineffective father, some sort of gathering such as a ball or festival, mutual attraction with a person of high status, a lost article, and a search that ends with success.  Male Cinderellas do appear, and not just in parodies.

Cinderella, despite her popularity, has developed a reputation as a simpering, whimpering girl who is helpless until the right magic comes along. But this is the Cinderella of the later twentieth century. The earlier Cinderella, in many of her original forms, was not a wishing-only kind of person. She was self-reliant, devoted to family and ancestors, and willing to make her own future.”

-Mary Northrup, American Library Association website




PROCEDUREs

1. Read students the background information above and let them know you will be reading three Cinderella stories:  the story we know as Cinderella, the story of the opera La Cenerentola, and a third of your choosing (we provided a list of options below – find the one that would be most interesting to your class).
2. Display the plot worksheet on the board.  You will do this worksheet together as a class for each story.
3. Hand out three character worksheets to each student.  They will complete these worksheets on their own as they listen to each story.
4. Explain to students that they will hear three versions of the Cinderella story.  During each story they should listen for differences and similarities between the story they may already know.  As they listen they should make notes on the worksheet to identify the characters in the story that match up to the familiar characters. 
5. Read Cinderella by Marcia Brown.  You might have students act out the story.  
6. Work through the plot worksheet with students.
7. Ask students to identify the characters and anything different than what they expected in those characters.
8. Read La Cenerentola from the Barefoot Book Stories from the Opera.  You might have students act out the story.
9. Work through the plot worksheet with students.
10. Ask students to identify the characters and anything different than what they expected in those characters.
11. Read the third version of Cinderella.  You might have students act out the story.
12. Work through the plot worksheet with students.
13. Ask students to identify the characters and anything different than what they expected in those characters.
14. Students should write their own Cinderella tale with a new setting, illustrations optional.  You might assign this as an out of class assignment and give students a week or so to complete.
15. Have students share their Cinderella stories with the class.

Reflection
Reflect with students about what they have just learned.  You might ask the following questions:

· Has talking about the Cinderella story made you understand the plot of the opera better than before?  
· Why did you make the decisions that you made for your Cinderella story?  
· Which Cinderella story did you like the best?  
· Do you think there are other operas that are based on stories with a history like Cinderella?
