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OBJECTIVES Student will:
· Move to show understanding of dynamics (piano & forte) and tempo
· ID a variety of timbres/textures in an opera score: instruments (orchestra), solo singing, small vocal ensembles (duet, quintet) and large ensemble (chorus, full cast)
MATERIALS
· La Cenerentola CD and DVD – ACT 1 “Finale” (CD 2 Track 3)
(or video on YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJjsWplxqt8)
· Rossini Biography
· 
SETTING THE STAGE
Sing the “Grizzly Bear” song softly, then surprise the students with a loud “MAD” at the 
end. Discuss dynamic change. Name p (piano) & f (forte). Play game, if desired.
PROCEDURE
1. Play a soft (piano) steady beat on an instrument. Ask students to move to the beat. Then play the beat loud. Tell students to alter their movement to show the change in dynamics. Practice alternating between p and f. With older students, invite a student to play the beat and alter the dynamics.
2. Introduce the composer Rossini by reading his biography.
3. Show students on a timeline when the opera La Cenerentola was first performed (1817). Discuss events/people that were alive during this time.
ex. Mississippi became the 20th state. James Monroe was president. 
4. Invite one student to the front of the room. Ask them to sing a short phrase.  ID solo. Add a 2nd student. Ask them to sing something together. ID duet. Continue up to 5 (trio, quartet, quintet). Then have entire class sing. Define what a chorus is in an opera.
5. Introduce the quintet from the ACT 1 Finale of La Cenerentola (an opera based on the Cinderella story). Ask students to listen for tempo, dynamics and texture changes (solo, duet, quintet, chorus, orchestra) in the music.
6. Discuss changes they heard in the musical elements. Ask students to share movements that might demonstrate the changes they heard.
7. On another listening, invite students to perform their movements to the music.

REFLECTION
View the ACT 1 Finale on the provided DVD or from the YouTube excerpt suggested 
above. Ask students to listen for different textures (solos, duets, chorus, orchestra, etc.) and to watch the movements of the performers. Afterwards, invite students to share what they saw and heard with a partner or small group. Did the movement add to the performance? Did it match/emphasize what they heard in the music? How many different textures were represented in this excerpt?



