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OPERA The Daughter of the Regiment

by Gaetano Donizetti

Excerpts from Austin Opera's 2017 production

*Marie's Aria: “Chacun le sait”

*Tonio's Aria: “Ah, mes amis”

*Act II Trio: “Le jour naissait dans la bocage”

Featuring:

Marie — Rachele Gilmore, soprano

Tonio — René Barbera, tenor

Sgt. Sulpice — Stefano de Peppo*, bass-baritone

The Marquise of Birkenfeld — Cindy Sadler, mezzo-soprano

Austin Opera Chorus and Orchestra, conducted by Richard Buckley

Stage Direction by Rebecca Herman

Production provided by Ft. Worth Opera

Long Center for the Performing Arts  ––  Austin, Texas, January 2017



THE DAUGHTER OF THE REGIMENT (1840)
MUSIC: Gaetano Donizetti
LIBRETTO: Jules-Henri Vernoy de Saint-Georges & Jean-Francois Bayard
English Dialogue: Rod Caspers & Chan Chandler 

SYNOPSIS

Marie was abandoned on a battlefield as a baby. A French regiment found and raised her, and
Marie thinks of the soldiers as her family. Now an adult, Marie has recently fallen in love with
Tonio, a peasant from a little Tyrolean village. Unfortunately, the French are fighting a war with
Tyrol, and Sulpice, the sergeant of Marie’s regiment, is furious that Marie has fallen in love with
an enemy. He reminds Marie that she promised to marry a member of the regiment. Troops of
the 21st arrive with a prisoner: this same Tyrolean, Tonio, who says he has been looking for
Marie. She steps in to save him, and while he toasts his new friends, Marie sings the
regimental song (“Chacun le sait”). 

Tonio sees a solution to this problem. Tonio decides to join the regiment (even though it
will mean abandoning the Tyroleans) so that Marie can marry him without breaking
her promise (“Ah, mes amis”).

Meanwhile, the Marquise of Berkenfield is traveling through Tonio’s village on the way to her
country home. She asks Sulpice to help her cross the war zone safely. As she talks with Sulpice,
he recognizes her name from a letter he found with the infant Marie. The Marquise declares that
the letter was signed by her brother-in-law, and that Marie is her long-lost niece. The Marquise
decides to take Marie away to live at her castle, but Marie is heartbroken when she must leave
Tonio and her regiment behind.

The Marquise, however, has a secret: Marie is not her niece, but her daughter. Unfortunately,
since Marie was born out of wedlock, she cannot inherit the Marquise’s fortune. In order to
secure Marie’s future, the Marquise has arranged for her to marry the son of the amazingly
wealthy Duchess of Krakenthorp. Marie does not care for money or position and still loves Tonio.
Sulpice has joined the Marquise at the Berkenfield castle, recovering from an injury. The
Marquise hopes he can help with her plans for Marie. The Marquise gives Marie a singing lesson,
accompanying her at the piano. Encouraged by Sulpice, Marie slips in phrases of the
regimental song, and the Marquise loses her temper (Trio: “Le jour naissait dans la
bocage”). 

Later, Hortensius announces the arrival of the wedding party, headed by the Duchess of
Krakenthorp. Marie refuses to leave her room, but when Sulpice tells her that the Marquise is
her mother, the surprised girl declares that she cannot go against her mother’s wishes
and agrees to marry a man that she does not love. Marie is overjoyed when the wedding
celebrations are interrupted by the arrival of Sulpice’s regiment and Tonio. When the Marquise
sees how happy Marie and Tonio are together, she gives them permission to get married. 
- Metropolitan Opera
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 What voice type(s) do you hear?
 What emotion is being expressed? How does the composer's vocal and      
 instrumental writing contribute to the expression of emotion?
 How is this opera production the same/different than a musical theatre   
 production?

1.
2.

3.

FINAL
THOUGHTS

THE DAUGHTER OF THE REGIMENT
As you view excerpts from Austin Opera's production of The Daughter of the Regiment,
think about the following questions. Be ready to discuss or write down your responses. 

Class:

Marie 
"Chacun le sait”

TRIO "Le jour
naissait dans la
bocage”

Name: Teacher:

Date:

OPERA

Would you like to see more of this opera production? Why or why not?


